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Watermen

Retail and restaurant services were not included in this project

Aquaculture Processors Distributors

The Virginia seafood industry





V i r g i n i a  S e a f o o d  I n d u s t r y

▪ Investments

▪ Expenditures patterns

▪ Employment

▪ Spillovers outside VA

2 0 1 9  d a t a



I M P L A N  o n l i n e  s y s t e m

Purchased County-level IMPLAN datasets for Virginia

Analysis-by-Parts (ABP) 

• Customized models for watermen, aquaculture, processors, and distributors

• Spending patterns and commodities inputs

• Specification of local labor income and local purchases



A n a l y s i s - b y - p a r t s



S e a f o o d  T o t a l  E c o n o m i c  I m p a c t



C o v e r a g e  a n d  r e s p o n s e  r a t e s ,  V i r g i n i a  e c o n o m i c  
i m p a c t  s u r v e y  f o r  2 0 1 9

Supply chain level
List 
frame Completed

Response 
rate (%)

Coverage 
rate (%)*

Watermen 1528 78 5% 9%
Aquaculture Farms 191 54 28% 82%
Processors 76 12 16% 16% 
Distributors 36 6 17% 16% 
*Coverage rate based on total estimated output surveyed, except for watermen`s 
output that used NOAA (2022) data.



P e r c e n t a g e  o f  r e s p o n d e n t s  o f  e a c h  r e g i o n

Supply chain level
Northern 

Neck
Middle 

Peninsula
Virginia 

Peninsula
Southern 
Virginia

Eastern 
Shore

Watermen 25% 25% 17% 12% 21%
Aquaculture Farms 21% 13% 13% 10% 44%
Processors & Distributors 20% 13% 27% 23% 17%





Total economic output                  1.24 

• $1.1 billion

Total employment                          1.19

• 7,187 jobs

Total labor income                         1.69

• $168.1 million  

Total value-added                          1.38

• $428 million 

$26 million paid in taxes

H i g h l i g h t s  &  M u l t i p l i e r s

E C O N O M I C  
C O N T R I B U T I O N S  O F  

T H E  V I R G I N I A  
S E A F O O D  I N D U S T R Y  

I N  2 0 1 9



E c o n o m i c  s e c t o r s  s u p p o r t e d  b y  t h e  V i r g i n i a  
s e a f o o d  i n d u s t r y  a c t i v i t i e s

▪ Non-depository credit intermediation

▪ Owner-occupied dwellings

▪ Real estate

▪ Truck transportation

▪ Full-service restaurants

▪ Polystyrene foam product

▪ Boat building

▪ Sporting and athletic goods (gear)

▪ Commercial and industrial machinery

▪ Equipment repair and maintenance 

S u p p o r t s  6 4 %  o f  5 4 6  i n d u s t r i e s  i n  V i r g i n i a

D i r e c t  e x p e n d i t u r e s I n d i r e c t  e x p e n d i t u r e s



I M P A C T S

▪ VISIBILITY of its importance to VA.

▪ Support industry initiatives. 

▪ Tool to advocate for the changes needed.

▪ Challenging times - supply chain disruptions. 





M a t e r i a l s  a v a i l a b l e

Report

Fact Sheet

Infographic

Video

A c c e s s  h e r e :

https://bit.ly/seafood-econ-va



T H A N K  Y O U

o c f e r n a n d o @ v t . e d u


